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J. W. Kessler, oldect soncf Henry anc Serere Zoines Fessler, was
born Jan., 7, 1235 one mile east of Kessler. ¥y memory wuns back

te =y childmood days, wnen there was six acres of land cleared

on his property (léO}acres). Those six acres were adjeining the
mouse on the Nerth. I recollect of seeinr wane €eer. They would

come inte our door yvaré and I would break off for the deor. My
father would take his flint lock rifle and brinr in three or four
turkegs at & time, Squirrels were so plenty that sy fsther would-

ge around his patch of -corn and shoot them and leave them day so
‘there were a stench all around the field. [ recollect ef three
Indians coming te our house one mornin- brinsine in 3 larze dor

and his head was fullo f porcupine quills and they tcld our father
if he would pull the wuills out of his head he =mirht lave the dog,
e he fastened his nead under the fence tetween the rails and pull-
ed them out and mother prepared breakfast fer tre=x ar thev depart-
ed. The doz proved to be a zood coon dor., He Was 2 bu.l with short
ears. When YHa boy, I would assist my father to burn logs and leg
heap that were heaped together from previous los rellings, wrich
were prevalent in those days. By this tire I hac a sister, born
Aurust 17, 1837.Her name was laary Ann, She went by the naze ol Siss
in the family. In fact, all her life, T was aliways called Runt fer

I was very small as to wmy are. It was Hekn and Siss, we were called.
By this time, hc¢d a brother born July 28, 1839, He w:s named David
Andrew, also a sister born May 'l4, 1841, her name wa: Susan Eliza-
beth, The second brether bern March 23, 1843, By this time, T had
started te school. I had one mile to go and the erectver part of it
was throurh the woods, My school was a ler house, 20 by 24, seats
all areund the wall, desk in front and slab seats ir front ef desks.
T sat near the door. The teachers name was Lucius Peck, He was an
English man, He kevt his rads setting in the corner of the cabin.

My seat was not far frow the door, slab seat, There was a family the
name of Tritterpa and there were three ycung men brothers. In the
meantime, when I was six years old I was sent to Sabbatk School at the
little bure which was called Nashville. The Metliodists ana Presby-
terians builded a iraise church 40 by 8J feet, Jehn B. dessler was
Methodist and teok annactive part in those days. He wws affg¢sehor-
tee called by the church. David Jenkins was a Presbyterian. They

at the time were tke leaders of the church house. I rewember of
David Jenkins takine me upon his knees and telling me of the good-
ness of CQur Heavenlv Father and how He loved little children. I-
have never fereetten him, nor his admonitions., Others more prozinent
‘were Israel Kessler, Martin Kessler, Henry Neal, Rlicabeth Kessler,
Henrietta Neal anc others. I enly remember one winistery by the naaze
ef Rice, from Troy. In the time I remenber of praver neetines held
in the vicinity, o Evenings held at homes, one everv week. I remember
of it beinr held a: cur home, Another sister, being born July 12,
1845, Come back arain to my boyhood cdays anc schoel in 1847, our log
house had become too small, School houses then were built by sub-
scriptien, There wazs a committee chosen to solicit subscription for
a new house. Israel ressler was chosen scliciterdff and my father,
Henry Kessler was chosen Treasurer. The necessary funds were raised
and they built a frzme, 30 by 60, built ty Peak, our teacher. Built
with elevated seats, more modern than the old lor hbuse. We surely
felt at home. Peck tausht the first schocl and it numbered 50 te 60,
Here I zot acquainted with Harriett Puterbaush, which after,

became mv wife in lMarch 31, 1858, Peck taught arainl848, with great
success, we only rnad 3 months school in the beginnins, In 1548, we
had four months., Peck taurht azain in 184%, with the school increas-




ing in numbers. Another brothémewss born Jan. 27, 1848 but dies in
18L,9. I now had & brother and sister goinz with me to school,

Navid and Mary, Sis, as we called her, Tn 1850, school was taumht.

bv Isaac Davis, father of the late Losson Davis, deceased. Another
brother born Jan. 31, 1850, Fichael M, Kessler. At this time Is
puorly, mind affected. 1851, school was tauzht by Gzorme Miller,
living in this district, adjoinin~ ours on the north. A sin-le =an.
On the 6th of June, my crandmother Kessler, died., Her nane wee

sarah Feese, nee Kessier. 1 wes ihen about 14 years old, veriuning

. to helr my father farm. !y first experience in the cornfields was
one norse and a sinzle shovelolow and the horse I used was na-ed Dick.
a beautiful pacer. We then went 3 times between rows of previ-ous
plowing corn, I drepped corn by hand. My father with the hoe =nd cover,
T remember of me and my father helping Grandfather Xessler to plant
corn after we had ours plantecd. Ye had the Dutchman that just arri-
vei from Germany. His name was Peter loser, he was a gay cude. "n 1852,
our school was tauzht by Peck arain and we had a very larre school
from 70 to 80. I remember of nearing classes recite their lessons
frequently, those that had attended classes with me, somne of them
had {iA¢ zrown. On Nov. 1, 1852, another brether was born, Martin 5.
Yessler. I remember ny father purchased for me the first flifzh

reacer that went into the school. It was called the Historical Guide.
T recited alone that winter. That winter there were six in the class.
At this, there was a strife for the best speller between nmyvself and
Georse Vore, Jesse Burkett, W:1lliam ¥nife, Harrison Hessler end

Anus Vore. We had spellinz match every Friday afternoon. In 1753,
school was tausht by Peck arain and the school was increased so

much in number of pupils that it was found necessary to enploy an
assistant teacher and they excloyed a lady teacher from Troy by the
nar: of Matilda Underwood. There was a youns man made application to
attend our school by the name of Fickeringm a fine young man and as
some of us vere rood spellers , he zot Petk, willinz to take us to
West *ilton., Pickering lived at Vest Milton, so he left a challence
for our school. We knew that !Milton had good spellers, Wm. I. Tenney,
Louise Tenney and some of the Kellv and others, so on the date, we
were taken to Milton in the two horse sled and it was filled with
young women and younrs men, but chose George BAF¥gYY Vore, Jessie
Rurkett and myself to spell against them. The cavtain of the Nilton
team gob a little mixed and =zeorce ¥Vore was on the !ilton side, so
they proceeded. I spelled two hours and on the HMilton side, Georege
was the only one up and myself on the opposite side, in the meantime,
I had spelled W, I Tenney down, so we proceeded and now Vore continu-
ed to spell. Finally the teacher took us to the Vebsterts Diction-
ary and T spelled “eorge down. So the Nashville School wis champion.
It pleased Pickering very much, also the teacher. So we 1ot a banter
from the Old Union Church, southwest of Troy, one mile. 3y appoint-
ment, a sled load of us and Peck met the schoocl and I spelled the
whole school down, Peck was a good musician, especially the clarinet
and T lost the mouthpiece but found it the next morning, in the sled.
Aaron Thomas was there and he was a zood sinser, Peck led ¥i¢ #fddgY
with the clarinet. In the sorin- of 1854, the school planned for

the exhibition, so the speakers were selected, our pieces and dialoTues
" were selected and we wnt practicinc upon the subjects allotted unto
us. My selection was calle¢, The North American :ndians. I can re-
peat it today and it has been 65 years ago. It comceerned the Tndians
beinr driven from the countrv to the far West. A .so had adialozue
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between myself and lacrison ressler. Ye waes the politician and 1 was
¥ A= -~
4L

t-e editor , a ~rani dialorue. lle was the son of Uncle lsrael, Our
sciionl houce nob bein:t larve enoush we secured the Presbvterian (01ld)

Church across the 1oad to hold the exhibition, The tbme cawe around
and we zmployved the gervices of the '"ilton zand. & platfor: was grect=-
ed in the back part of tie church for the band. Curtain -in front. and
wae -rand. 1 was chosen for the introductory remarks. I will never
forret it. I w.s alittle nervous, this in arch, 1855. My sister r‘ary
was =arried the previous October. August 1, another brother was born,
nwis name was Charl.es. Peck then taught amain until in the sprinz of
156 when school closed, Peck taurht a select school north of us 4
miles, known as the Fenner district and west of Troy, 4 Or 5 miles, I
wars one of the pusils. Father paid the tuition and also I boarded

with lone Josedoh- furnas amd Le rnad two dauzhters that accompanied

~o to the schoosl., One of the wauhiters, Saran Furnas , well, travelled
around the world, there were L0 iirls and 2 boys attended the school
The boys were myself and, David “eily of Troy, Ohio. I do not know of
any of them livinz exceph Yarths Duncan nee Lanzston.Davic Kelly was
morvally wounded in the Rebellion and died. I and Davis surely did
have erood¢ times witn the ~iyls a+ sciool. David kept a book store

in Troy. We studied arith—etc, alweira, rezaing, spekling and writinc.
gehool was at nizat, Here is whiere I received my best education when
gschool closed. I now became f zze 21, helpcd my father some of the
remaining summer., I attended singinc school on Sunday afternoon at
12:00 p.m. thought the old patent note, he was a good singer. The
school was taucht by my uncle Martin vessler at the 0ld Presbyterian
church. I also attended church at the 0ld West Union, one mile east

of West ilton. At that time called the Fouts Church. In those days,
there were apple cuttin- anc apple butter making. We young people

had a good social time and escort t+hert home this is a campalgn year
but I was not old enougn to vote but T was in the rallies just the
same, It was the Fremont and Buchannan., I velled for Freemont, Repub®
lican. Buchannan was elected on 1857, I farmed 12 acres of corn for
nmyself on my fathers farmn. Also hekped him to cut and saw walnut logs [
fop a new house. He wanted hie house built of walnut taémbers, That
fall T helped my grandfather was cooper stuff. Helped two months

that winter cut cord woud for Uncle John Miller. In the fall of 1857, I
had chills and fever what they called those days ague. 1t was very
prevelant at that time. - cut corn for my father up to the 28th of
gent, That morning there was a larze killingz frost. The evening be-
fore I sat yp with Samuel Pu-erbaugh, a brother to my wife, he died

on the 2%th day of Sept. I got the chills, broke and Octt 2, I went

to visit my grandfather %oincs, who lived near Lendon, Clark Co., Ohio,
1 stayed 2 weeks and care home , from that time I helped Uncle Joln
¥iller cut cordwood., March 2%, Uncle John had los rollong and were 62
hands present. They divided in two teams, the ol d man squad and the
young, man squad, I was chosend Captain of the young mant's squad, This
was on Wednesday. I had oy rarriace license in pocket at time when

we quit in the evenine, I wenv to my Bazbherts and changed clothes

and proceeded to {eorce tuterbauchs where I was married to his
.daushter, Harriett. By Bldeer Ohillip Yo¥nce of Dunkard Church, the
next mornine we took the train at Tippecanoe City abd webt to London,
Ohio, visiting relatives, Uncles and Aunts, stayed there a few days

and returned to Sprincfield, Ohio. From there to Yellow Sprinss,

beine acquainted withe professor Eli Jay and wife, was with the m 3
days, then to Darton, O. and to mv father's , we enjoyed the trip verv
rmuch and then next to her father's, zone 10 days. In relating who
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who married us, Phillip Yonce, he only lived about 400 yds, from

my fathers home and was at least once or twice a week he often would
carry me upon his back to his home, he callec me his Johnny, now this
was when I was 10 yrs. old. HYe was rone a great deal of bime, preach-
in~ funerals. He always rode horseback, 2reen saddle bass and le~mings
the closest church was ¥nglewood =znd Painter Creek, Darke Co.. Them dav
there were no bridees across the itreams and ne-665-- them and got

very cold, —

1 recollect beinz there ¢ne eveninz when he arrived home from a .
funeral at Painter Creek it was very cold and his boots were so fro-
zen he cold.not pull them off and his son in law, Fenry Hamuel, laid
him down by the larze fire place znc thawed his hoots loose so he
could zet them off . His wife, we celled her Aunt Fegzy, was a mid-~
wife. Now back to our marriare, iarc: 31, 135%, We stayed with her
mother and father because thev had no one gise to a=sist them. She
did the wash and helped with the house worx, I helped my father in
law on the farm Hariett dic all kinds of farm worx. In the fall I
sowed 20 acres of wheat on his 82 acres and staved with thenm until
Spring, March 23, our first child was born and was named Owen Edgar,
that being 1859/ I still farmed that place, ¥arch, 12060, I rented
a farm east of Ludlow Falls and in ¥{¢ 1861, I moved west of Milton,
3 miles and #n the 9 of May, a dauzhter was born unto us and she
was named Sarah Dora. That spring was the Rebellion. I enlisted in
the L8th Regiment. I was examired and discharred on account of nmy
eye, 1862, I moved to the Burkett farm on 3tillwater and paid cash
rent. Was there 2 vears, on the Sth of May ancther daughter was born,
named her Alice., I reunited with the Methodist church 1860 at
Kessler Chapel under the labor of George H. Venedy, was taken en
probation after 6 months. I was baptised and taken into the Church,
The spring of 1864, i farmed some of ‘my fathers farm and in the fall
T bourht an 80 acre farm of (i, A. Pierce, that was 1%65, In December,
14, a son was born and was named Seorge Preston. In 1865 by permission
by Edwin Jay and others got a letter from the »ethodist church and
cast my lot with the West Union church, 1 was a pretty good singer
and led the singing for 10 years. The Deacons were Robert Stewart
Ben Langston and Simon Snyder. In 1866, ny grandfather Kessler died
the 22 of Sept.Buried at Troy, Ohio, Rose Hill Cenetery. Continued
,my occupation ef farming and in 1868, Jan., 30 another son was born
unto us, named Henry, after my father. March, 1869, my sisters
husband died, James R. Miller. Also my grandfather 3oings, Michael.
Tn 1870, Oct. 21, another daughter was born named Lula May, died
Dec. 21, 1870. At this time the temperance began to be agitated
by the pastor, Rev. Jay. The Murpiy pledze was to be total abstain-
er from all intexicatins liguors. The Eade was a blue ribbon worn and
T have it yet., I had been an abstainer all of nv life. Not all
the members signed the pledge, perhaps 2 cor 3 on. Deacon kept it by
the juc. Very few ministers from the pulp-t preached the temperance
question, in fact I did not know of anr other ministers that did.

Tn 1872, another son was born unte us azmed Chares L., born Dec. 9.
Still farming and the Sabbath taking the emall children to Sabbath
In 1876, our oldest son took the tuberculosis and died Nov. L, 1877,
 Owen E. A hard stroke , he beins 18 years old. Jan, 12, 1878, my
father died, was at his bed sice for three weeks previous to
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his death. 1n rarch a dauchter diec bv the nane of Emma, born _
1276, Sept., That winter throuzh 1676, me and ny wife visited my
Unele Charies Joings in Dannville, Ill. Also have coarded a teacher
that taught our school by the name or Cornilius Fressler.

After my fathers death, 1879, at =y Fathers request of me on his
death oec, he told there ought to be a g8f44Y church house at the
cemetery and it was his request that I should urge the matter of
building same and the matter was presented toEElder Jay. He told me
that the neighborhosd needed a church house. He recommended that
T should start a Subscription on 2500 dollars. Reported same
to the Church, where by there was a building cormittee chosen, con-
sistir -~ of mwvself, Aarou Fouts, Wm. Smith, and Ahijob Shearer., 1
was coF asen clerk and treasurer and in the fall, Oct., we had a nice
brick fcifice. The dedication sermnon was preached Ly Rev. Thomas B.
“ewhir ey of Dayton, Ohio, after which there was a meeting on Sat-
urcay .o choose the church officers. By election, Abijah Shearer,
wm., S°ith, B. N. Longston were elected Deacons and myaelf church clerk,
thijal: ¢hearer, treasurer., I got Elder Jay to write the governnent,
theretVgd was 30 members to the covenant and up to this time, they
gll passed away excepting myself, Harriet Wheelock and Davis Wheelock
of west ilton, J. B. Smith was our first pastor and then O. P.
narne- and 0. P. Furnas, In the meantime Rev., Watson ol Troy, now
and t .en. I was Superintendent of the Sunday School from 1388 to
1886, also Superintendent at the Curtis Church one nmile north of
Fredrick at the same time, 2 oteclock P.M, for the same tim=, The
churca membership had increased to 200 members up to 18990, En 1893, T
solc ny farm because my children had all married, excepting Ira, he
beins 12 years old. I bought a farm in Staunton Township. There was
a host of brothers and sisters called upon us to bid us Far~well and ¥
the Mite Society of which my wife was & member bidding us Godspeed.
on the 2nd day of March, 1893, we moved to our new home.

T decided to go into the small print business and I was very
successful in my undertakine, after two years we builded a nice frame
Fouse, Wes did not get back to the old West Vilton very often, being
19 miizs away from the church. So me and my wife attended the
Tethbiist at Raper Chapel, twoe and a half miles west of us, Here I
l'ecame acquainted with Rev. Ferfueson, a rood Christian man in 1896,

The first Kessler Reunion was held at Joe vessler in his woodland
rrove along the Stillwater River in 1879, 1In 1882, was held at
lessler in George Cress Grove and in 1887 was held at the West Union
Crurch and it is still continues to_be held at that place and Joe
Fessler has been president nearly all the time, The regular time of
nmeetin~ is the first Thursday in August. In 1862, my brother-in-law
Joshua Pearsor. purchased a farm in Indiana, near Kokomo and in 1863
T and brother David went to visit them, went by Rail at Holly days
and on New Years day mornine it was 32 degrees below zero before it
was snow was six inches deep, The day before it was nice and miid
weather, My father had 240 acres of land in Dark Comnty, 4 miles
south of Gellysburg (Gettysburg ?). He decided me 60 acres and
hrother David 60 acres and Mary Ann Miller 58 acres and Susan Pearson
58 acres. In 1863 in the fall or in August, having sold my land
in Dark County I purchased 80 acres in Indiana near Xokomo. Furchased
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the sume from Judse Samuel Davis of Troy, Onic. 1 had the land
about 6 monthe and then sold it retting a thousand dollars more than
1 save for it. It was woodland 4 or 5 acres partly cleara, very
rcod land, mostly black soil, I had previously sold ny land in Dark
Cruntv for a thousand dollars. Iy brother David sold his for eight
rundred. so did the Sisters, .

Then it 1865, 1 purchased 80 acres of land of G. 4. Plerce lyins
one =milc wect of Yessler Station along the River and on the Kessler
Pike of” wsich the station was nared. There were two other brothers
ownine land alone the Pike, David and Fartin.

T wi'® zo back to our youncer days after we were married and
co renesd farminz. 1 always put out 21 acres of wieat in the fall
and 1 alwevs but the 20 acres myself witht the cradle. I would cut
in the _orning vheat. 1 and Harriett would take czre of until 11
otclock then she would zo to the house and ret dinner. She ralked
and T b-uufl after dinner. T would cut again for two hours, for two
hours tien she would come out to rake again until suppertime. After
supper che done her housework then we would shock it up at night,
hauled in to tne barn ourselves. We done nc hiring those days,
Harriett loaded, and 1 ritched on the wagon and she pitched it off
to mein snow until tie uoevs and girls were tirg enou~h tohelp/

I have a saw blade that wv father owned wen I was at home and I
used it wien I was 12 vears old, sawed waln:t tamber for:iis house

that was firis:ed in 1957. The lunmber was cea~oned ene year. Abrahen

Hoover built the ho:se by the assistance of his brother ZfYéf walter
Hoover. The house w-s comnleted all by hand, doors, windows. 1
waited on the mason that built the founflation of stene bolders.,

Kis name was Cook from Union. I also have his hand sickle wvhat be-
lonired to my grandafather Johin B. Kessler. I have ceen him use it in
1852 when I carriec weter for four reapers. They would reap through
the field and then hock the sickle on their shoulders and lined back
where T had broucht the:: water and a little tanzy bitter but I never
saw any of ther. intozicated/

Henry's picture wuzs tuken in 1875

Serene's picture was taien in 1870

John Bt's picture was taken in 1853

Hurriett's father wes a very stout man, It s known that he
could pick up a barrel of whiskey and sit it in the hind end of a
wacon when he was in nis thirtys. '

He owned the mill what is called the Byrkett I'ill near the Bir
Four crosced Stillwater. Heé owned it about 1U years. There were
15 acres of land that belonged to it and he also fermed it raising
go>d cfops.,

Tn 1860 livine on the rine in the fall me and Z1i Duncan built
a house where he now resided on the road that runs from the Byrkett
Brid~e to the Davton and Covington Pike. It is still standineg,
We had pleasan> tiwe torether. He is a little older than nyself.

The History of =1e ‘esslers, their ancestors caue foon Switzerland
in 1740, Part cf then settled in Pennsvlvania; come came into Ohio
in 1789 and sore of them scttled near Union, 'ontgomery County, Chio.

—

- My srandfather, Jo:n B, fessler, and his brother settled in Miami To,

Grandfather settled in ionroe {AMAYF Township near l'ashville in 1202
whers he rurciasec a wzreat deal of Government land. Samuel settled
in T1linois, Bond Jounty. '
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gtaunton Township, Pilaml County, Chio...wmoved to said Township
the 2nd day of Farch, 1%93 on 30 acres of land purchased bv me

from the }ichael Noland Heirs, 20 acres. The 10 acres bousht
Andrew Emel, loz house upon the 1J acres no other buildines and

2 cherry trees, The 20 acres had been in timber and cut off it,
therefore was to be cleared and patches of thickets and soe place
the neiehbors told mé the water stood upon the ground years around.
T decided to rmo into the small fruit business on the 1) acres and
it took me 2 vears to ret started., Ira was 14 years of ar-e
assisted some but went to school in winter time for' 2 years and
then rraduated under the Boswell ancd then went to town £o WOrK in
the factories. My other cihildren, the boys, had left home, all of
them from 18 to 19 yvears of a-ve.

T and mv wife went to work with a will determined to win. She
kept 3 milk cows and raised chickens galor and attended market.
Kept the table suprlied and had noney to spare for clothing, In
1897, I had money enouzh to build us a house, dug the bellar, had
a mason to lay the wall, Gave the coutract 1o Samuel Yonce of
vessler, Ohio. House coripleted cost €122) dollars, which I had in
the bank in nmy neme. I then got the 20 acres ready for the plow.
Ti:led it also a .spear that was an openddftibhwhich I payed one hundred
and 10 dollars. Paved all togetier for tilling 330 hundred dollar,
had the 30 acres enclosed wigh anerun were fence. Fenced 4 fields
with same cost $300 and then I built a barn cost- 500 dollars had
the house and barn rodded cost 100 dollars., . '

T had 60 apple trees bearins £0 cherry trees bearing, 20bearing
pear trees, 50 bearing plum trees and all kinds of grapes in abun-
dance., All varieties of small fruit. These were our happiest days.

Cost of house $1200 ‘

Tile 8390
Financing £300
Barn $500
Rodding 5170
Phaeton 8280
Bousht horse  $100




